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of tomorrow, can be alert as to the influences affecting 
the learning achievement of the pupil in or out of school. 
A control of factors affecting scholastic achievement result 
in a saving to the taxpayer and a more efficient and 
capable school pupil. 
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2. 
girls 
Here's How". This program features boys 
exhibiting their skills at making things. 
a. Commercial Art 
.b. Cake Decorating 
c. Woodwork 
d. Doll Making 
e. Sewing 
f. Model Aeroplane Building 
g. Scientific Experiments 
and 
3. "Television Express" is a televised version of 
"Radioland Express". A regular morning radio program 
for the elen.ten~az;y -.. schools. It includes a story, 
a dance, a pqe~.- and music. 
•t . . . -,. 
4. "Formula For Champions" highlights the health 
and fitness programs. It includes corrective exer-
cises, sports, dance and posture. 
After viewing telecasts t~achers and pupils have not 
only offered constructive criticisms for program improvement, 
but have indicated what classroom followup has been made.l 
The example being set in Philadelphia should show how 
television can be used to work alongside of education. 
Television is destined to become a mass medium of our 
time. To be a mass media it takes four basic characteris-
tics which apply universally. 2 These characteristics are: 
1. Broad Appeal: the medium must interest all 
kinds of people in all parts of the country in 
different age, income and .educational brackets. 
2. Speed: the speed of distribution is a 
necessary factor to , be a mass medium today. 
·. ' . 
J. Availability: it must be available to rural 
areas as well as large cities to become a mass medium. 
1. Qe. cit. Wetter, H. and Gable, M. A., p. 462. 
2. Stanton, Frank, "Television and People", Education, 
December, 1949, p. 218. 
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3. ''Since our set was installed, my grades 
have improved." 
4· "I do my homework first." 
The tact that almost 50 per cent of those interviewed 
reported that video did not affect their school work does 
not minimize the effects of television. These students went 
on to explain how they had to reorganize their habits to 
accomodate this interloper in their daily life.1 
"If television is to prove an insidious cancer 
in our cultural body, the fault will he not only with 
the broadcaster or the parent who was too lazy to 
care. It will lie perhaps more with the educator 
who foresaw what might be but regarded his job a~ 
finished after he expressed articulate dispair." 
Dr. George Shuster stated, 
"The public should be informed of the need for 
educators to get things done with television. We 
realize that programs lack originality and a vast 
amount of time is spent on commercials. Therefore, 
a definite improvement is needed in programming."-' 
In the long run the needed improvement in television 
will not come through legislature fiat. It could be brought 
about at such time as public taste demands better things 
and supports them • . This taste begins early in life, that is 
where educators and parents come in.4 
1. ~., ·P· I61. 
2. Gould, Jack, "Video In Education", ~~Times, Sunday, 
Eebruary 26, 1950. 
3. nisi· 
4. .!!!!9.· 
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Homework is essentially not a basic factor in the 
elementary field. In the Shurtleff School of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, all the sixth grade teachers place no emphasis 
on homework. If the grades of the Clifton Elementary stu-
dents were hampered, then the blame can be placed on the 
parent for the loss of sleep of the elementary school child. 
The video growth reported showsover 3,000,000 tele-
vision receivers are now in use. The Federal Communica-
tions Commission reported that there are 71 television 
stations connecting 42 cities. Approximately 200 stations 
are now in experimental operation.1 
Television is going to be a real contribution in every 
home where there are children. Once these programs become 
better produced, parents will wonder how they ever got along 
without television. 2 
It seems likely that the school's main concern will be 
with regard to the sociological impact of television. 
It's widespread use for instruction does not seem evident 
for four or five year~.3 
1. Editorial, Science Newsletter, Jan. 21, 1950, p. 59. 
2. McFadden, D. L., "Television Comes To Our Children", 
Parents Magazine, .24. pp. 26-27, Jan. 1949. -
3. Qe. ~., Shane, H. G., P• 23. 
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CHAPrER IV 
PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA 
The following -charts contain the statistical treatment 
of the data. There are five tables presented in the order 
listed below: 
1. Grade Trends: Television and Non-Television 
Students. 
2. Consolidated Statistics On Grade Increases and 
Decreases. 
3. The Number of Students Who Gained In Grades and 
The Number Whose Grades Decreaded. Television and 
Non-Television Students. 
4. School Teachers' Grade Evaluations. 
5. The Time Television Students Purchased The Sets. 
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TABLE II 
GAINS AND LOSSES 
Television Students 
Gains 1.!! Grades 
Grade Amount 
6th f.25.0 
7th f.67.5 , 
8th f.l5.0 
9th e6o.o 
7167.5 Total 
Television Gains 
Grade Decreases 
Grade Amount 
6th -57.5 
7th -57.5 
8th -12.5 
9th -22.0 
-152.5 Total 
Television Decrease 
Television Increase f 167.5 
Television Decrease - 152.5 
Non Television Students 
Gains In Grades 
Grade 
6th 
7th 
8th 
9th 
Amount 
l-.35.0 ~47tt0 
r.25.0 
-~ ~Total 
Television Gains 
Non 
Grade Decreases 
Grade 
6th 
7th 
8th 
9th 
Amount 
-30.0 
-80 
-22.5 
-12.a 
-145. Total 
Television Decrease 
Non 
Non Television Increase fl97.0 
Non Television Decrease -145.0 
Total Gain Difference f 15.0 Total Gain Difference f 52. 
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Summary 
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 
The Shurtleff School of Chelsea, Massachusetts, was 
used to conduct this educational television research. 
Two hundred students were selected to make a comparison 
on grade trends. One group was called the television 
students, the other, the non television group. In January, 
1950, at the time the data was compil ed, the non television 
students did not have a set at home. 
The Intelligence Quotient of t he Kuhlmann-Anderson 
test was used as a means of comparison. The grade averages 
before and after the television set was in the home, was 
used to note the changes. 
The Mean grade for the television students before 
purchasing the sets was 77.50. The Mean grade following 
the purchasing of the television sets was 77.65. The 
average grade of television students increased .15. 
The non television students were compared in the same 
manner as the television group. The Mean grade before was 
76.21. The Mean grade after was 76.73. The results show an 
increase in grades of .52. 
Conclusions 
In this research completed in Chelsea, Massachuset t s, 
the findings reveal that television did not affect the 
25 
television students in any detrimental manner. 
The television students increased by .15, and the good 
news is that no real poor effects were noticed. 
The non television students increased slightly better, 
152, however the difference of improvement was not signi-
ficant to claim that the non television group did better 
to cause any alarm to educators. 
While the number of studies made during the last year 
expressed the danger of television in the homes of students, 
this study has shown that television is not a problem at the 
Shurtleff School of Chelsea, Massachusetts. 
26 
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CHAPTER VI 
POSSIBILITIES FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 
There are many possibilities for further researcb in 
this new field. For example, a study might be carried out 
in the effects of television on family recreation. 
Further, a study on the effects of ~elevision on the 
daily habits of children in the elementary grades. .~' ' ~- ' 
Since most studies made on this subject of scholastic 
achievement were centered on one public school, there are 
possibilities to survey several schools to note the different 
results of televis ion. 
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